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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pan., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Lieutenant-Governor re-
ceived and read notifying assent to the Bup-
ply Bill (No. 2) £668,000.

BILL — WYALCATCHEM - MOUNT MAR-
SHALL RAILWAY (EXTENSION
No. 2).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day

Hen. E. H. HARRIS (North-East) [4.36]:
1 was absent when the Leader of the House
made his second reading speech, but I have
carefully read his remarks in ‘‘Hansard.’’
He stated that the original measure in 1919
authorised the laying of 25 miles of railway.
His argument in support of the extension of
the line for a further seven miles would seem
to be justified on the statements he made,
that the lire had been favourably reported
upon and that if the railway was not built,
severe hardship would be inflicted on 50 or
60 geitlers who would have to cart their pro-
duce distances of 17 to 20 miles to the rail-
way. That is very strong argument in favour
of an extension of a railway laid in an agri-
cultural area expressly for the convenience of
settlers. At the same time I know of no
promise having been given, when the 25 miles
was guthorised, to construct a further see-
tion. Another reason given by the Minister
in support of building this extensien was
that it wounld be more economical to construct
it while the necessary plant was at the head
of the road than it would be to remove that
plant and later on have to return it to the
same spot. That is no justification whatso-
aver for the comstruction of this line to the
detriment of another district.

The Minister for Education:
detriment?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The rails which are
to be vsed for this extension might have been
used for the comstruction of another agricul-
tural line authorised by Parliament four years
before the passing of the Mount Marshall
Railway Act in 1919, It is eight years since
another agricultural railway was authorised
by Parliament, and not a solitary rail has yet
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been laid. There is every justification for
protest, particularly from goldficlds members,
who have listened on more than one oceasion
to the promises of the present Premier, to
say nothing of those of his predecessors, as
reganls the “construction of the Esperance-
Northward railway, a purely agricultursl line.
The 23 miles of Mount Marshall line was
built to the detriment of the settlers in the
other districts. TEsperance is aun important
part of the State. The report submitted re-
garding the quality of the land in the Esper-
ance district eannot be impeached, and the
settlers there are not 17 to 20 miles distant
but 30 miles away from their natural port.
The railway promised them in years gone by
kas not heen built; none of the promises
made lhave been fulfilled. These people have
suffered privations owing to the lack of rail-
way facilitics, just as settlers in other dis-
triects have suffered. The Government have
frequently announced as a plank of their
poliey the opening up of the wheat arcas in
the different agricultural centres. The people
of the Egperance district have been waiting
patiently for the last eight years. All their
appeals throngh the local governing bodies,
by deputation and through members for the
distriet, to the Government have becn unsue-
cessful. Tt would seem that the policy of
the Government as regards this distriet is to
detiberately fool the whole of these people,
and T say this realising what it means. The
Administration are not deaf, but they are very
hard of hearing when one has anything to
say in advocacy of the Eaperance railway.

Hon, J. W. Kirwan: At election time they
are very free with their promises.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Immediately prior
to the last elections the Premier specially
cmphasised that the Government would im-
mediately procced with the construetion of
the Esperance railway. No other interpreta-
tion could be placed upon his remarks, Yet
it seems to have been a political dodge played
on the people of the goldfichls, who were led
to believe that the Government intended to
fulfil their promiscs, The only constitutional
course open to us to sec that justice is done
to the people of this distriet, and bring the
Government up with a round turn, is

Hon. G. W. Miles: A separate Statc!?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Is to vote
against any further railways for other agri-
euitural distriets. We are not antagonistic
to the econstruction of any railway whieh
shows a8 prospeet of scecuring a reasonable
volume of traffie, but remembering that the
quality of the Esperance land is equal to that
of any other distriet, we have reasen to pro-
test against the Esperanee line not being
built. We can say this without hostility to
any agricultural distriet in the Siate. In
looking into the development policy of the
Giovermment T have noted a few words uttered
hy the present Premier. He said—

The policy of railway construction inau-
gurated by my leader when in power is es-
sentially the right one and should be con-
tinued as speedily as possible. It is not
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sufficient to merely introdmee a Bill and
promise the people a railway. The line
shorld be built and built as sgon as pos-
eible.
Those are the words of the Premier, uttered
when discussing the construction of agrieul-
tural railways. The Wyaleatchem-Mt, Mar-
shall railway was authorised four years later
than the Esperance Northwards line, This
latter live is easy of construction, the country
being fairly flat. Therefore it would not cost
a great deal. The Minister for Works, we
have been told by the Lerder of this House,
said that the Government were pushing for-
ward the Esperance line as rapidly as eircam-
stances would permit. It would have besn
more correct had the Minister for Works said
that the line was being pushed on as rapidly
ag the vacillating poliey of the Mitchell Gov-
ermment would allow. I have heard Sir New-
ton Moore as well as Sir James Mitchell ro-
iterate that the construction of the Esperance
line would be pushed along. When the Esper-
ance Northwards Railway Bill was before this
House, our present leader said—

I think the Houre is entitled to kuow
exactly what the Government propose to de
in regard to the building of this line. We
sheuld be told which of the lines are going
to be built, and@ which are not.

That i3 just the position we are in now.
Hon. J. W. Kirwan: That was uttered in
1915, I suppose?
Hon, E, I, HARRIS: Yes, on the 30th
Janvary. Our present leader further said—
It is not a fair position to the settlers to
pass o whole bunch of Railway Bills and
not inform them which shall he built, and
whi-h shall be allowed to stand over almnst
indefinitely.
These are the words which fell from the pres-
ent leader of this House in 1915 and those
are the words which are now in the montha of
the Esperance settlers. Those setilers want to
know exactly what the leader of the House
asked on that oceasion—when there was a
prospeet of the line being built? The earth.
works, certainly, have heen started; and that
faet was regarded as a guarantee of the zood
faith of the Government. Indeed, a consid-
crable sum has been spent on the earthworks;
but now, when the Government are asked as
to the laying of the rails, they discover that
they eannot land a locomotive on the Esper-
anee jetty until that structure has been rein-
foreced. If the Government called for ten-
ders to land a locomotive on the Esperance
wharf, they would get offers very quickly.,
There are contractors on the goldfields who
are fquite prepared to guarantee the landing
of a loromotive as required. T can liken the
Government in their poliey as regards the
Esperance railway only to a team of jibbing
horses. They hack and fil], and pull and turn,
imt mever make any progress with the line.
Unless I can pet some reasonable assurance
from the leader of the House as to the Gov-
ernment’s intentions regarding the Esperance
line, T shall have to east my vote ju op- osition
to thiz Bill, Some few weets apo I asked
a quettion here as to the probabilities of pro-
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gress with the Esperance line and the lifting
of the Esperance harvest. The rcply given me
was to the effect that the Government hoped
to lift the Esperance harvest in 1923, ¥From
the snail-like progress whivh has beer made
with the Esperance Northwards railway, it is
obvious that that hope cannot’ be fulfilled.
Therefore, failing authentic information as
to the real intentions of the Governmeat with
repgard to the Esperance line, I must gppose
the second reading of the present measure.

Hon, G. POTTER (West) [4.51]: I have
much yleasure in supporting the sceond read-
ing of thiz Bill, heeanse the measure aims at
a vigorous policy of land development. It
should be welecomed as an earnest of the desire
of the (Government to furnish facilities for
land development, A measure of this nature
thows the vitizens of the State that the Gov-
ernment are fairly embarking on their land
illevelopment poeliey, and that not as applied
to one jarticular district, but in a State-wide
sonse.  From that agpeet it is regrettable that
there should he a eircumatanee tending to
clond this moment's satisfaction. I vefer to
the position of settlers at Esperance and else-
where in the State. But the odium attaching
to the disregnrd of a whole series of neplested
promizes does not rest upon the shoulders of
the present Gevermment, who naturally intend
to redeem the promises which have heen made,

Hoa. G. W, Miles: When?

Hou. G. POTTER: No¢ Government, surely,
would make promises of this nature without
a full appreciation of the respounsibilities? The
Government certainly have respongibilities to
the Esperance settlers.  Whether owing to
furce of eircumstauces or to mistake, the Gov-
crnment have not yet been able to fulfil thair
olligations in that repard. But to make a
mistake is not & heinous erime. To eontinue
makinge the same mistake, with consequent
heavy disabilities to the people, involves mor-
ally something more than neglect. Let us con-
sider for a moment the position of the Esper-
ance scttlers. To get the proper perspective,
one must go back to, say, 1915, when, if my
memory serves me, the Act awthorising the
construction of the Esperance Northwards
line was passed. Work was eommenced, but it
did not proceed very far. The construetion
of the line was diseontinued, I believe, upon
re| nrts adverse to the suitability of the Esper-
anee lands for farming purposes. A Royal
C'ommission was appointed to investigate the
matter, and the Commirsioners, after taking
cxhanstive evidence from experienced men,
were sp impressed with the suvitability of the
TFeperance lands that they recommended the
constrnetion of the line to a greater lenath
than had been originally intended, Had that
recommendation been given effect te, we wouid
to-day see smiling homestends and contented
settlers in the Esperance area; and those set-
tlers wwould he contributing to the wealth of
the State, and towards ite stablility in the
eves of the investing public. The time has
now arrived for the Government to say
whether they will redeem the promiszes which
are alleged to have been made. Surely the
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hopes of the settlers who went there in an-
ticipation of a railway will not be disap-
pointed. Much money has already been spent
on the work of construection, and if the work
is not continued expeditiously a great propor-
tion of that expenditure will have to boe re-
peated. Fromn that aspoect alone, it would be
most advisable for the Govermnent to continne
immediately the construction of the Esperance
railway. In any event, it is enecouraging to
know that the Government are funlly alive to
their reaponsibilities to the State as a whole,
which is evidenced by their bringing forward
this Bill.

Hon. J, MILLS (Central) [+.57]: Whilst
I regret that new railways are not being eon-
structed in the order of their approval by
Parliament, I agree that the Government, hav.
ing the plant and the men on the spot, shonld
now build this matter of seven miiles, instead
of bringing the plant and the men bacvk at a
later date for that purpese. T know for a
fact that at the present moment the Man-
ager of the Aprieultural Bank with a con-
siderable staff is in the Esperance district,
and that it is the intention of the Covern-
ment to proeced with a vigorous poliecy of
development there. T am sure that they wonld
not think of expending public money as they
have done and are doing in the Esperance
distriet, unless they carnestly intended to
build the Esperance Northwards railway. Ac
cordingly, I have much pleasure in support-
ing the gsecond reading of this Bill,

Hon. A, BURVILL (South-East) [4.58]:
I support this Bill hecaose I have faith in the
Government’s intention to keep their promise
in connection with the Esperance Northwards
ratlway. T folly realise the feeling of pold-
fields members in that connection. T can
quitc understand that they are sore in view
of the fact that one Railway Bill, passed in
1915, still awaits the laying of the first rail,
whilst a railway authorised in 1919 has been
completed and is now proposed to be ex-
tended. TFrom the point of view of economy
it is quite rieht that while the plant is on the
spot the Wryaleatchem-Mt. Marshall line
should bhe extended by the seven miles pro-
posed; but it is asking rather much of gold-
fields members that they should support such
a proposal while on the Esperance line not a
rail has heen laid. The KEspcrance settlers
have been there for many years. As a mat-
ter of fact, the construction of the Esperance
line was promised when I came to this State
in 1896. Another railway which was pro-
mised then is that from Albany to Bridge-
town. It has not yet even been authorised.
The Fsperance line, howcver, las been au-
tharised, and the settlers are there, and there
must be no breaking faith with them. Being
a rettler myself, I know that to cart produce
a distance of 30 miles iz altozether over the
odds. T hope, in fact T believe, the Govern-
ment intend to redeem their promise and get
that railwav through in time for these set-
tlers to bring in their harvest this year. 1
trust the Ministar will give us something de-

1191

finite to go upon. In the meantime, I have
pleasure in supporting the extension of this
railway.

Ion. J. W. KIRWAN (South) [5.1]: The
Bill before the Houwse is much more im-
portant than it seems. It i3 not merely a
Bill for the extension of a railway through
an agrieultural district for a further seven
miles, It is a Bill that, in the estimation
of a number of members both in another
place and in this Chamber, and certainly in
the estimation of my constituents, involves
a breach of faith on the part of the Gov-
ernment, Because we feel it to be a breach
of faith on the part of the Government,
and also a defiance of inatructions issued
to the Government by another place, a con-
spicuous importance is added to the Bill far
beyond that of its immediate object.
T do not know whether the Government are

"0 lost to all sense of what is right as to

ignore the fact, but nevertheless this is the
first Bill T have ever known to be opposed
on the grounds of a breach of faith by the
Government. 1t shows to what an ex-
traordinary position public affairs have
veached as the result of the Government’a
doings, that a large section of another
Chamber, representing not one party alone,
but including men like the Leader of the
Opposition and members of the Country
Party, have taken the extreme course of
oppoging an agrieultural railway. For 14
years have I been a member of the House,
yet never before have I opposed an agri-
coltural railway., There are the members
who represent that part of the State where
the breach of faith on the part of the Gov-
ernment is keenly felt, and there are others
who sympathise with us, and we all feel
so strongly that as a protest we are com-
pelled to vote aguiust the Bill. It is that
sort of thing, a long scries of broken
promises, which has tended to reduce Parlia-
ment to the position it new occupies in the
eyes of the public. The story of the
Esperanve Northward railway is fairly well
known. Bills for the construction of a rail-
way to Esperance were brought before Par-
liament over and owver again. It i3 ex-
traordinary that the atrongest and most
bitter opponents of the Bill were the gentle-
men who mnow occupy the positions of
Premicr and of Minister for Worka. When-
ever the question arese, they deeried the
distriet and did all they could in opposition
to the passage of the Bill, The whole blame
for the existing position should rest mainly
upon them. The Leader of the House was
an oppenent of that railway before it was
authorised, but I believe that if it had
rested with him the railway would have
been enmpleted long ere this, Tt is wun-
fortunate that the men who have been most
bitter in their opposition to the railway
chould now be in the positions of Premier
and of Minister for Works, That is an
important faetor in the breach of faith on
the part of the Government, Despite the
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opposition of these {wo very influential
men, after a great deal of fighting the Bill
did get through both Houses, and was
passed in February, 1915. The Government
that passed the Bill began the construction
work, A certain quantity of material was
assembled at Esperance, a good deal of em-
bankment work was done, and 12 miles of
rails were landed at the port. But that
Government went out of office in July,
1816, while the work was atill under con-
struetion, The Government that came into
office was composed of men all of whom
had strongly opposed the construction of
the Esperance line, At tbat time some be-
lated report was diseovered, a report which
it was said had been concealed. That re-
port stated that the quantity of salt in the
land down at Esperanec precluded the
possibility of the diatrict becoming of much
use for agricultural purpogses. At the time
it was regarded as a pitiful excose for the
stopping of the work, especially since a
number of settlers had gone there, and
everybody believed that the work of the
previous Government would be proceeded
with. After many men bad spent their all
down there, endeavouring to earve out
homes for themselves and their families,
the Government, composed of men hostile
to the line, stopped the work and appointed
a Royal Commission, the personnel of which
they chose themselves. Many of those in
favour of the Esperance railway objected
to the personnel of that Commission, as
did also the people of Esperance. Three
members of that Commission went to the
Eastern States and inspected the mallee
Jand, took a considerable volume of evi-
dence, and were very eareful and acemrrate
in the preparation of their report. As it
proved, that report was highly favourable
to the construction of the line; indeed, the
Commissioners went further, and recom-
mended that the railway should be extended
to Norseman. When the report was pub-
lished, Sir Henry Lefroy, the then Premier,
wag on the goldfields. He at once declared
that in aecordanee with promises made by
the previous Premier, the late Hoen. Frank
Wilson, and Mr. George, the then Miniater
for Works—both of .whom had stated that
if the ("ommission reported favourably the
work wounld be continved without delay—
the eonstruction of the line would he pro-
ceedted with. Sir Henry Lefroy in many
speeches assured the people that the Govern-
ment wonld get on with the work immedi-

ately. Subsequently, Sir Henry Lefroy
ceased to be Premier, and the present
Lender of the House, Mr. Colebateh,

succeeded him. From what I kpnow of Sir
Henry Lefroy and of Mr, Colebatch, I am
convinced that both those men have so
high a regard for public good faith that had
either of them continued in office as Premier
the line would have been working to-day
and the distriet carrying a prosperous com-
munity and proving to he a fertile province
added to Western Anstralia. However,
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unfortunately for the State, Mr. Colebatch
did not remain in office. I say, unfortun-
ately, because he was succeeded by the
present Premier. Sir James Mitchell ¢ame
inte office in 1919. He very soon said that
the policy outlined by his predecessors in
respect of the Esperance railway would be
continued. He has been saying that ever
since. Then the general elections took
place in March of 1921, Here, I think, is
where a serious breach of faith is involved.
Mr. Harris thia afternoon said rightly that
Bir James Mitchell had assured the people
of the goldfields that there would be no
delay in pushing forward with the construe-
tion of the Isperance railway and the
development of that district. Three men
were returned from the Eastern goldfields
as supporters of the present Government in
another place. Every man on the goldfields
will agree when I say that not one sup-
porter of the present Government would

have been returned had Sir James
Mitchell said, '"We will take some rails
from the goldfields railway and con-
struct the Mt. Marshall railway, rather
than the Esperance line,’* I do mnot
say that the men who were returned

would not have been returned, but they wonld
not have been returned as supporters of the
Government. There never has been a man
returned for the Eastern goldfields who was
not a supporter of the Esperance railway; not
with a single exeception one who has ever de-
viated from that support and dared to face
the electors; that exeeption was an old, ex
perienced Minister, and he was very quickly
relegated to private life. However, these
three men were eleeted as supporters of the
present Government in Mareh, 1921, Now
what was the next aetion of the Government?

Hon. G, W. Miles: When did the Assembly
carry their resolution?

Hon, J. W, KTRWAXN: In February, 1918
Prior to the general elections the Assembly
had carried a resolution that the first railway
to be built in pursuance of the programme of
railway construction should be the Esperance
Northward ratlway. That was earried hy 22
votes to 15, and was a fair guarantee to the
settlers that the railway wonld, at any rate
precede all others. Naturally the settlers had
reason to feel that there was some certainty
that the line would be constructed in the near
future. After the gencral elections in Decem-
ber, 1919, the Government brought forward
a Bill for the construction of the railway, the
extengion of which is now being asked for. 1
refer to the Mt. Marshall railway. The orig:
ingl construction was, T think, for some 2!
miles, and now it is proposed to extend if
another seven miles. In view of the motior
which had previously been passed that the
Esperance railway should precede all other
railways, those interested in it were not very
mueh concerned about the Mt. Marshall rail:
way, and did_not oppose it, believing that the
Esperance railway would be constructed first
The member for the district in another place
in 1919, in order to make sure on the point,
asked the Premier whether the Wyaleatchem-
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Mt. Marshall Railway Extension Bill, intro.
duced in Deeember of that year, would jeop-
ardise the work which had been authorised
in another part of the State. The Premier
said ‘¢ No. That is not so. T have given
you my word that it will not do so.’’ Mr,
Walker then said, “* That word is inviolable.
I trust the word of the PPremier implieitly in
a matter of this kind.’’ We on the gold-
fields did the same.  Prior to the election
we trusted the word of the Premicr. Further
on, the Premicr in hig general reply, said,
‘“The hon. member need have no fear. This
House has pledged itself to build the line the
member for Kanowna refers to.’’ In the
faee of that when the Bill eame before this
House we naturally passed it, as we did all
other lines, assuming there was no danger
of it preceding the Ksperance line, and never
dreaming that goldfields railway material
would be unsed for sueh a prejeet., Not only
has the Wyaleatchem-Mt. Mavshall line been
built, but the Government arc now asking for
authority to extend it. We are driven to
oppose the passing of this Bill and are very
sorry for those seettlers who have to cart
their wheat 17 or 20 miles. Goldfields mem-
bers never have opposed agrienlfural railways.
Their sympathics ave always with the agsi-
culturist and the man whe is living ontback,
but even Mt, Marshall settlers will recognige
that althongh they themsclves have to cart
wheat 17 or 20 miles, we represent constitu-
enty who have to cart their wheat more
than twice that distance, and whose rail-
way was promised and passed long before
the Mt. Alarshall line was begun, 1f the
settlers who are concerned in this exten-
gion suffer it will not be the fault of
those who voted against the Bill. It is the
fault of the Government, who have heen guilty
of so continunally breaking their ppromises as
to drive the supporters of anather worthy vail-
way to the extreme step of voting against
the line in order to have attention drawn to
their own case. The Leader of the House will
probably say the Government are procceding
with the Esperanee railway, that they are
earrying out their promise and the work 1o
in progress. My idea of keeping a promise
is not to cmploy two men and o boy on the
work. That is the sort of thing that is going
en every ycar. The Govermment are contin-
ually fooling the goldfields people. T cannot
refer to their action in any other terms, We
have been fooled and badly fooled, in “he
same way as I see the Governnent fooling the
Country Party to-day. When I sce what is
happening in respect of the Country Party——

The PRESTDENT: The hon, mpmber had
better eonfine himsclf to the Bill

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN: I am speaking cn
the question of a breach of faith. T think
you will agree, Sir, seeing that the opposition
to this Bill is based on the questien of a
breach of faith, I am justified in referring to
the ecirenmstaneca gurrounding other breaches
of faith. I =say, mnot only has there
been the breach of faith under which we are
suffering, but there have been the breaches of
faith that arc cansing the Country Party to
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siffer, the party to which the present Gov-
ernment owe office.

The PRESIDENT: I cannot see the con-
nection between the Country Party and this
BiiL.

Hon. J. W, KTRWAN: I have said all [
waunted to say on that peint. The Premier
and the Minister for Works have over and
over again in their public speeches indieated
their hostility towards the Esperance North-
ward railway. They have stated they do not
cousider the railway is justified, despite what
has been said Ly the Royal Commission, the
yersounnel of which the Government e¢hose. One
of their late colleagues, Mr. Willmott, in this
Chamber, last session or the session before,
said, the day will ecome when Esperapce will
cxport more wheat than all the other poris
of the State. That statement is ouly one of
an endless series of statements which could be
quoted a3 made by men who have no reason
to mislead the public as to.the possibilities
of the Esperance district, The Premier and
the Minister for Works do not share that
view and are still opposed to the line. The
opposition whick they offered in season and
out of seasan to the railway before the Bill
was passed they wish to continaue now, al-
though TParliament has said that the line
shonld be constructed hefore all others, There
ts only one right course for thesc Ministers
to pursue. If they think it would be eontrary
to the interests of the country for the Esper-
ancee line to he built; and they are not pre-
pared to carry out the instructions of Parlia-
ment, the proper course for them is to resign
and retire from office.  If the Minister for
Fdneation or the late Premier, Sir Henry
Lefroy, were convinced that the construetion
ot the line was opposed to the interests of
the State, they would resign rather than build
it, but these other two gentlemen will neither
build the line nor resign, That is why I ob-
jeet to their attitude.

The PRESTDENT: Which line?

MHon. J. W. KIRWAXN: I am referring to
the Jisperance line,

The PRESIDENT: The question befors
the House is the Wryaleatchem-Mt. Marshall
extension.,

Hon, J. W. KIRWAN: The question of
breach of faith is involved in this particular
Bill. When the whole of the oppasition to a
vailway is based upon a breach of faith, one
i4 justified in explaining what that breach of
tauith is. The people T represent feel
very strongly on this question. They have
been so befooled and  betrayed, just as
other people are being befooled and betrayed,
that T would not venture to go before them
having voted for the second reading of this
Bill. I must, however, express the great
gratification T feel that some of the members
who are voting for this railway extension, in-
cluding Mr, Baxter, in whose district the ex-
tensinn is to he made, recognise the justice of
the inlignation that ig felt by supporters of
the Esperance railway. He anil others, both
in this House and in another place, have ex-
pressed the opinion that a breach of faith is
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invoived and that breach justifies the extrems
action we are taking.

Hon. J. W, HICKEY (Central) |5.28]: I
intend to oppose the second reading of the
Bill for very much the same reasons as out-
lined by Mr. Kirwan, Upon all guestions
that come before this Chamber I do not take
a4 parochial view, and usually vote for any-
thing that involves the development of the
country, particularly the agricultural indus-
try. This, however, is a proposition different
from most other questions that come bLofore
us. In the words of Mr. Kirwan, this repre-
sents a breach of faith, If I vote for this
railway extension, as I feel disposed to do,
in the interests of development, how am I to
know where it will all end? This argnment
has centred tound the econstruction of the
Tirperance line.  As has been pertinently
pointed out, the Bilt affords an object leszon
of hreaches of faith by successive Govern-
wments. 1 do not heold previous Governments
Blameless in this regard., 1 have in mind
various railway gxtensions, some in my own
provinee, that have been more justified than
the extension now under disenssion, I intend
to voic agaiust the sccond reading of the
Bill as a protest againat the breach of faith
on the part of the present Government.
I have been long concerned regarding the con-
struetion of the Esperance railnway, and those
who have advocated that line know that L
have always supported it. I will continve to
oppuse the constroction of railways where
faeilittes exist to-day, until consideration is
given to the Esperance district. It is useless
going over the whole of the ground, but one
of the arguments ured against the extension
of the railway from Piawaning was that rails
were not procurable for its comstruction. At
the same time, we find that the Government
are able to find rails for the extension of the
particular line under discussgion. I know both
Qdistricts, and T am aware that the people
in the Mount Mavrahall distriet have better
facilities than have the “settlers in the Pia-
waring district, where men have to cart their
preduce for 17 or 18 miles to the head of
the road. Those conditions do not apply in
the other direetion, and certainly there the
roads are better, Until people in such dis-
tricts receive more consideration, I will op-
pose the passage of Bills similar to that be-
fore the Chamber at the present time, unless
somcthing better can be brought forward to
justify the construction. T have advocated
railway eonstruetion whenever I have had an
opportunity of doing so, but T must enter
a protest on this oceanion, for the reasons 1
have outlined and which have been mentioned
hy others who have opposed the Bill. T took
particular note of the utterances of those who
are not opposing the Bill and it scemed to me
that they were reluctantly supporting if.
There are many reasons why this railway
should be built, but the argnments used
by those members in supporting the Bill are,
perhapa, the best that could be used awainst
the eonstruction of the line. I refer parti-
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cularly to the remark of Capt. Potter. After
all, the opposition to the Bill comes back to
a question of centraliration. The opposition
to the construction of the LKsperance railway
has always come from those who have ad-
vocaled eentralisation and those are the per-
sons who are responsible for the pesition in
which we find Western Australia to-day. 1
can hardly understand the rcasoning adopted
by those members who are supporting the
Bill. They justify the arguments against the
Bill and realise the forre of those arguments,
but at the same time they intend to support
the measure, I intend to vote against the
socond reading of the BilL

Hon. J. XNICHOLSOXN (Metropolitan)
{534]: I have been interested in the argu-
ments advanced by hon. members representing
the distriet in whieh the Egperance line will
be situated, amd I must acknowledge that, so
far as they are concerned, 23 members in-
terested in that particular Province which
they hope will show more progress in the
future than it has in the past, they are juati-
fied in viewing the promises given by various
(iovernments at different times with resent-
ment, and in complaining of what has not
been done,

Hou. J. W. Kirwan:
preciate that remark,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T feel it is some-
what incomprehensible that this oecasion
gshould be availed of by them £nd that they
should express their opposition to the second
reading of a BRill which is intended to work
for that progress in one part of the State that
they desire to sce in the Esperance distriet.
We wish to sec the country developed through-
out the lengih and breadth of the State and
wherever there ate suitable agricultural areas,
it is the duty of the Goverament to seck to
open up thosc lands and make them available
for settlement., I recognise full well that in
the Esperance district, there are many cases
of hardship such as those instanced by hon.
members who have spoken regarding the Es-
perance-Northwards railway. The very fact
that hon, memhers have again ventilated their
complaints on this occasion, as they have on
numerons opportunities in the past, will bring
home to the Government the absolute neces-
gity for something Deing done in connection
with the construction of the Esperance line.

Hon. R. G. Ardagh: DParliament has al-
ready instructed the Government to do the
work.

Hon. J. NTCHOLSON: Tha% being so, 1
think there is a great possibility of the Es-
perance line, being econstructed very shortly.

Mon, T. Moore: But is there?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T think so. T re-
gret that hon. members who are interested in
the Esperance distriet intend to record a vote
against the construction of a line to assitt in
the development of another part of the coun-
trv. In this case, we have the rails already
on the spot; the men are there and every-
thing is ready to construct the short length of
seven miles of railway.

We very mueh ap-
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Hon. R. G. Ardagh: They took the material
from the goldficlds to de it.

Hon. 4. NICHOLSON: From the stand-
point of economy, when it is in the interests
of economy and in accordance with good gov-
ernment and good management of railways
and their construction, we must recognise the
special eircumstances of the case and agree
that the line should be constructed, partico-
larly seeing that it is work that requires to
be done, and that a certain number of bona
fide gettlers in the Wyalcatehem distriet will
be served.

Hon. F. A. Baglin: Why do they not de
that for the Esperance railway?

Hon, J, NICHOLSON: Various explana-
tions have been given by different Govern-
ments. Reeently, and at various times, the
Minister for Works and the Minister for Rail-
ways have each givern explanations regarding
the failure on the part of the Government
to carry out the comstruction of the Esperance
railway.

Hon. F. A. Baglin: What were those ex-
planationa?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I ean only take the
explanations as being worth the value attach-
ing to them.

Han. C. . Baxter: What did we get? Wa
got nothing!

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: I am not charged in
any way with the responsibility of explaining
the value of those statements.

Hon, J. Cornell: Why condone them?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I do not even do
that, but there is the Ministerial authority
and the Minister is the man who has to make
the explanation and carry the responsibility.
T look at this matter from the standpoint of
the progress of the State as a whole. We
want to see the country progress.

Houn. J. Cornell: That is the angle from
which we are looking at it.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: I shall be pleased
to join with members from the goldfields in
welcoming the opening of the Esperance line
at an early date. Surcly the goldfields mem-
bers will not make the Esperance railway a
cause for retarding the progress of ancther
part of Western Australia. I support the
second reading of the Eill

Hon. T. MOORE (Central) [5.40]: I op-
pose the Bill. T do so for the reason indicated
by several members who have already ecx-
pressed their opposition. I do mot think the
Government are giving the whole State a fair
deal.

Hon, C. F, Baxter: Woull you expect it?

Hon. T. MOORE: T used to expeet it be-
fore I entered Parliament; but I see that 1
expected too much from the Government in
power. As to the econstruetion or non-con-
struction of the Esperance railway, I believe
the Government have gdilly-dallied with the
work, I believe they could have construeted
the line had they desired to do so. The point
raised by Mr. Hickey was that, while the
Government could find no rails or materials
for that line, it is a remarkable thing that
they can find rails for this particular line.
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So far as the economical working of the
scheme is concerned, the line has been justi-
fied, because the plant happened to be there.
That is the weakest argument I have heard
put forward. Mt Marshall will not be the
end of the line. The plant will have to be
shifted, and it will have to be taken back
there in the futore. As to the treatment
meted out to different parts of the State,
the Government should deal fairly with all
parts of Western Australia. Let ns eompare
the length of time the people have been down
in the Esperance district, with the period the
sebtlers have been in the district to be served
hy the line we are discussing. The people in
the tormer district are growing old and grey
waiting for their railway.

Ion. R. 6. Ardagh: Some have been there
three times as long as others.

Hon. T. MOORE: Sow.e who went there at
my own age, will probably be looking for a
ecemetery rather than for the comstruction of
the line.

Hon. J. Cornell: Like the Spartans, they
will 2oon be dead.

Hon. T. MOORE: That is what is happen-
ing. The CGovernment promised to construct
a line to that part of the State; people went
there and started to produce. They eannot
get their requirements to the markets beeause
there are no facilities. They are not like those
reople who have to cart their produce for 17
or 18 miles; they are out in the cold alto-
gether. They are unable to progress because
they cannot get their produce to the markets
at all. Surely these people are entitled to he
looked after first. It would not be fair to
regard the opposition to this line from the
standpoint sugpested by the criticism of some
hon. members. We are here to look after the
interests of the State as a whole, The Esper-
ance people have waited 80 long that the
protest is justifinble at this stage. We should
defeat the Bill for the time being, in order to
show the Government that something must be
done in the dirgetion in which we feel com-
vinced action should be taken. Surely there
is nothing wrong with such an attitude. On
those grounds, I intend to oppose the Bill,

Hon. C. F, Baxter: Why punish settlers for
the shortcomings of the Government?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitan) [5.44]:
So much has been said about the Bill that
I do pot intend to take up more than two
or three minutes. I sympathise with those
members representing the goldfields pro-
vinces in the position they take up in con-
sequence of the mnon-construetion of the
Esperance railway. I am constrained to
vote for the Bill in the interesta of
economy. It does not seem to me a sourd
business proposition to remove the plant
and then take it back again, in order to
construct seven miles of railway.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: What if they bring
in a Bill for a further extension?

Hon. A. LOVEEKIN: Wher they do that,
I will be prepared to deal with that phase.
The length suggested is only a small one
and if a further extension be asked for it



1196

will become rather a different matter. We
must consider the question of economy at
the present time. I intend, therefore,  to
support the Bill, I would like to intimate
that I shall not be able to vote when the
division is taken, becaumse I have paired
with Mr. Dodd.

On motion by Minister for Eduecatioa,
debate adjourned.

BILL—COMPANIES ACT AMENDMENT,
In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day; Hon. J,
Ewing in the Chair, Minister for Education
in ¢charge of the Bill.

Clauge 2—Bonus debentures and shares
(partly eonsidered):

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
have discuased this elause with the Solicitor
General and he points out that the shares
of a eompany to be issued would be in the
circomgtances paid up shares, but be says
there can be no objection to making it elear
in the Bill that they must be paid up shares.
In order to make the matter clear I move
an amendment—

That in line 6 between the words ‘‘or’’
and ‘‘honus’’ ““paid wp’'’ be inserfed.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I scarcely think that
covers the position, unless the Minister
moves another amendment in the latter part
of the eiause. Would it not be better to
add a proviso to the clanse whieh would
meet both eases? T wounld suggest a2 proviso
on these lines, '‘I’rovided that such bonus
debentures or bonus shares shall not or do
not carry any liability for future payments
or contributions on the part of such share-
holders.’’ Some shares have already been
igsued and this Bill is validating thosc
shares, and they may or may not bave been
paid up.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I do
not think that matters a hit. The hon,
member can amend the clavge in the form
he suggests if he likes. 1 shall not object
to the proviso. I will withdraw my amend-
ment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN:
ment—

That the following provise be added
to the c¢lanse: “*Provided that sueh bonus
debentures or bonus shares shall not or
do mot earry any liability for future pay-
ments or eontributions on the part of such
shareholders.”’

Hon. J. NYCHOLSON: I think the amend-
ment moved by the Minister was the better
one.

Hon, G, W, Miles: There are a number of
shares already issued,

Hon. A, Lovekin: We do not kuow
whether they are paid up or not.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: We ought to have
retained the Minister's amendment and

J move an amend-
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then added worde to the end of the clause,
baving reference to the shares already
issmed.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: [s it not better to
have a proviso than to overload the claunsef

Hon. J, NICHOLSON: Instead ot
Mr. Lovekin’s amendment we might add
these words, ‘‘8hall be deemed to he fully
paid and free from all liability.’’

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Ia
not that merely repeating the wordst [
am advised by the Crown Solicitor that
there is no need for any amendment, and T
certainly cannot see what benefit can result
from the amendment suggested by Mr.
Lovekin or that suggested by Mr. Nicliol-
s0n,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I move an amend-
ment on the amendment—-

That the following words be added to
the proposed proviso, ‘*Shali be deemed
to be fully pail and free from all
hiability.’!

Hon. J. DUFFELL: 1t is not possible to
cast an intelligent vote now. All amend-
ments when submitted to a Bill in Com-
mittee should appear on the Nutice Paper,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The object of the
provizso is that shares which the companies
are about to ijssue shall be free from
liability. Bonus shares or debentures which
have already been issued shall also be free
from liahility if it is desired that the issue
shall be wvalidated by this Bill.

Hon, E. H. Harris: What would be the
position if the shares had been issued and
ngt yet reeeived?

Hon. A. LOVEKTXN: The shares whether
issued iu the past or in the future must he
f1ee from liability.

Hon. H. STEWART: If the words ‘‘fully
paid up’'’ were inserted in hoth instances,
that would meet the position. In the mem-
orandum and artieles of association the dis-
tribution of trading profits in the form of
bonus shares is prohibited. In some cases a
distribution has been made, but in every in-
stance fully paid up honus shares have heen
issued, Trnder the measure only fully paid up
bonus shares ean be issued.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T ask leave to
withdraw my amendment on the amendment.

Amendment on the amendment, hy leave,
withdrawn.

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR ENDUCATION: T
move an amendment—

That the following proviso be added:
‘‘Provided also that no debentures or
shares shall be isaued under this section in
excess of the portion of profits avail-
able for the time being for distribution as
aforesaid, and no such honus shares shall
lie isswed in excess of the authorized capi-
tal of the company for the time being.

Tt is not likety that any company would do
such a thing, but the Solicitor Goneral con-
siders it wise to provide against the possi-
Tility.
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Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

BILL—MARRIED WOMEN'S
PROTECTION.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Hon. J. EWING (South-West) [66]: I
have perused the Bill carefully and I must
congratulate the Government on having in-
troduced it. The measure, it appears to me,
will have a beneficial effect 80 far as women
are concerned.

Question put and passed.

Bill read n seecond time.

In Committee.
Hon. J. Ewing in the Chair; the Minister
for Education in charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1, 2, 3—agreed to.

Clause 4——Constitution of court:

Hon. A. IOVEKIN: Clause 12 makes pro-
vision for a special magistrate fo vary or
discharge an order and it would be wise to
provide for a special magistrate as well as
a police or resident magistrate in this in-
stance. I move an amendment-—

That in line 3 ‘‘or’’ be struck out and
after ‘‘resident’’ the words ‘‘or speeial®’
be inserted.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clanses 5 to 11—agreed to.

Clauge 12—Special magistrate may vary or
discharge order.

Hon, A. LOVEKIN: 1 consider this a
very necessary and much-required Bill. Clause
12 creates alnost a new departure in that it
allows the same court to re-hear a case. This
can be dene under the State Children’s Aet
and it has proved a very useful provision.

Progress reported.

BIILS (2)—FIRST READING.
1. Dairy Industry.
2. Geraldton Racecourse.

Raceived from the Assembly.

House adjourned at 6.12 p.m.
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ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor reeeived
and read notifying assent to the Supply Bill
{No. 2), £650,000.

QUESTION—ART UNIONS AND LOT-
TERIES,

Mr. PICKERING asked the Premier: 1,
Is it a fact that a decision has been ar-
rived at by Cabinet with regard to the privil-
cges of art unions and lotteries? If so, will
he state the nature of sueh decision¥ 2, Has
a distinction been made between churches and
racing clubg in favour of the former? 3, If
80, how does he justify such distinetion in
view of the fact that the former stands for
condemnation of the practice whilst the lat-
ter constantly endorses it?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes, raffles,
sweeps, and art unions which are held in aid
of charitable and other worthy objects with
the approval and support of a large section
of the public are being permitted, as it was
considered if they were entirely suppressed it
would mean the closing of many channels of
benevolence and departing from a rule fol-
lowerd by previous Governments, 2, It is not
considered racing clubs come within the scope
of charitable objects, nor yet arc they an
ohject for benevolence. 3, Answered by Nos.
1 and 2.



